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ALL EARS: Various faclal prosthetics sit in a
wooden box in Rabert Barron's Ashburn office.
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FINISHING TOUCH: Robert Barron works on tinting a prosthetic nose for Betty Holcomb, who flew in from
Kentucky, in his Ashburn office. :

Spy-artist-turned-prosthetist brings joy

By ANNE KEISMAN
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Betty sits motionless as the carefully puts
the finishing touches on his work. eyeasparkle
with anticipation.

Alltbeaecontemientsfarhuh-adestandmtmal
over the scene: paint, brushes, palettes — even an

oven to fire clay.
BobBarmnsbopsandstaxw:fewfeetback He
nods. He puts his

paintbrush
“Betty?” he says. “I have something to show you.”

Betty Holcomb has flown all the way from

Kantuckyth‘u'gamaforthmmnment

Barron presents her with a mirror. What she
beholds in its reflection is an attractive woman in her
70s — with tears in her eyes.

“I can’t believe it's me,” she says

Barmn,mafewahortsuaimwrthBattymhm

Ashburn laboratory, has given her back what two
bontsufskincancertookam

Betty’s cancer is in remission now, but part of her
nose has been for more 20

CIA disguising secret agents, Betty now has a new
nose made out of silicon. .
Barron’s extreme attention to detail makes it near-
ly impossible to tell the appendage is fake. Even doc-

‘tors have been fooled. This is because, for most of his

career, his perfectionism kept people alive.

realum I put into my work has to pass my
,” he said. “[The agent’s] life depended on
the —and I wasn't abou.ttohve
someone not it because of me.”

See BARRON, Page A14






